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4 Narratrve of all the proceedings inthe Dry 
ning o f the Great Level, &c.. 


| 25 his 43. year of Queen Eliz., 43 Ei, 
FF an Act was made to encourage 
any that would undertake the 
- Draympg of the ſaid great Le- 
vel; which was atrempred in 
ſeveral parts ; by Carril for the 
. Drayning of T horney ; by Cock- 

| . ig and - others for Londoners 
Fenns; which were both gained, and loſt again; 

Inthe third/year of King Fames, the whole” was 3 Jc. 
attempted to be Drayned by Sir Fohn Popham K* .Chicf 
Juſtice, Sir Thomas Fleming Chief Baron, Sir William 
Runwey Knight, and' Alderman of London, and Fohi 
| Zlared Citizen of London; who were to hive had for 

their recqmpence, 130000, acres, who did proceed, 
bur cou if not effect chat work, 

Inthe 16*, year of King. James, Sir William 4 hf x5 jc. 
Ke, _ Anthony T omar Efq; became _" ro 
# rat 


(2), | 
drain the ſaid Level, and were to have had two th irds 
of ſome, and half of other grounds for 'their Tecom- 
nce; but this D/ayning was without ſucceſs. : 
" Came- Afterwards King James himſelf by a Law of Scw- 
bridge ox was declared Undertaker for the D-aynins the 
4 > o. Whole, and was to have had for | his recompence, 
19 Fac. . 120990. acres ; But this akpempr likewiſe failed, 
$4. 6  Inrhe 6, year of King Charles the firſt, ( of -bleſ-. 
ef 'fcd memory) The Commillioners of Sewers for 
the ſaid great Level,and parts adjacent, did avrec 
with em Sir Cornelius Vermuydey to undertake the 
Drayning the {aid Level, who was to baveha4l for his 
recompence, 95000. acree, but nochinz was done, in - 
reſpe& of his being an Alien, nn wn 
Fan. 6 Afcer inthe ſaid 6*, year of King Chavles,the then 
Car. 1, Commiſſioners of Sewers for the faid Grear Level, | 
and parts adjacent, did makett their requeſt to.'Fraj- * 
cis then Earl of Bedford to.undertake the ſaid work, 
who was to have for his recompence, 95900. acres, 
whereof the ſaid King was to have 12090, acres fos 
his Royal aſſert to.that Law, and concurrence to-an 
A of. Parliament. | | 
In purſuance whercof the ſaid Earl undertook this 
great and hazardous work,and for his aſſiſtance there- 
un, and by an Indenture conſifting of 14. parts, Dated 
Feb.7 27.Feb, 7 Car,39, he took-in diverſe Adventurers, 
'  andPariticipants with him, who adventured for theſe 
ſeveral ſhares following ; | Ee 
Viz, The ſaid Francis Earlof Bedford Bir three, 
whole ſhares, or lors of 4000. acres to each lor. 
: Oliver Earl of Bullinghrook for one lot of. 4000... 
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_ Edward Lord Gorges for one. 

.* Sir Robert Heath K+. for one. FE 
Sir Afeles Sandys Knight and Baronet for two, 
Sir William Ruſſel Knight and Baroaer for two. 
Sir Robert Bevill Knight for one. 


S r Tho, Terringham K-, for two. — 
\. Sir PhelbertWernatt for one, ' Rs 
_ #illiam Sams DoRor at Law for one. 7 


Anthony Hamond E{q; for two. 
Samuel Spalding Gent, for one. 
Andrew Burwell Gear, for one, 
- Sir Rovert Lovet Knight, for one, bee” 
In all ewenty lots, each of 4900, acres divided bee 
eween the ſaid 14. parties. | = 
In, and' by which ſaid Indenture, amongft other 
things, it 13 agreed, as followeth. ER 
That i any one of the aforeſaid parties, or their Af” 
ſigns, after notice, ſhould fail in the payment of ſuch mo- 
neys, as from time to time ſhould be impoſed on them, in 
purſuance of the ſata Indentuye for, the carrying onthe .. . 
ſaid work, that then it ſhould be lawfull to, and for the 
ref+ of the ſaid parties, or their Aſſigus, to ſupply the 
ſame, or to'admit ſome other perſon, or perſons, to bave the. 
are of ſuch defaulture, paying the ſumm impoſed on the 
ſaid ſhare, and that all {ih 
ſelf,or his. Aſſigns ſo failing, ſhall be wholly excluded,and. 
for ever detarred from demanding,or recerving,all,orany ' 
ſuch ſunam, or. ſumns of money, as any ſuch perſon, or 
perſons hadyformerly diſburſed, for, and towards the" ſazd 
work \ RS Ra 9-2 
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parties as aforeſaid, by him-  - 


"03 
ture, divers of rhoſe Participants did aſtign ak cOn- 
vey unto other/perſons ſeveral proportions. of their 
ſhares, and Adventures by- them undertaken by the 
ſaid Indenture. 

By virtue of this Agreement, the ſaid Adventu- 
rurers, and their Ailigns ptoceeded ſo far in this 
hazardous adventure , , that after the . expence of 
100000], thercia, it was adjudged drayned at Peter- 
12 Car. borough. 

13 Car.” AndinOFeb. in the 13 *,.year of the ſaid King 
Charles, by a Law of Sewers made at S*, Tves,the ſai 
95090, acres was ſet out by deſcriptions and boun- 
daries therein mentioned,where,and how this 93 000, 
acres ſhould be taken our of each Pariſh, or Land-- 
owners land.in the whole Level, according to which 
ſetting forth, the whole 95000, acres was 5 thus divi- 
ded and- alloted... . 1 

Firſ,r: 2090, Acres \herof far the ſaid late K. Charts; | 
And 80000. acres thereof was divided into'twenty 
l6ts, cach containing 4900, acres,which was divided 
amongſt the aforeſaid parties to the 14 *. - pare Deed, 
ang their Aligns, as aforeſaid. .. | 
By ad 3000. acres did remain to be diſpoſed of at. 
\the pleaſure of the Adventurers, | 
In purſuance of this Law, a great part of the ſaid | 
95000. acres was divided from the Countrey, and . 
ſame of the.ſaid Adventurers had poſſeſtion of fome 
parts of their ſaid proportions, but had no conveyan- 
ces,:nor received bur little rent. | 

14 Car- For that bya Law of Sewers made at Huntingdon in 

_ 14% year of the ſaid King Charles, upon _ 
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| plain; that the ſaid Leyel'was not perfeAly drayned, i if 
The ſaid King Charles ( of happ memory ), was de-. | 
clared 'undertaker co drain the ſame( iter alia) and, 
-Was to Have, for his recompende, not, only.the ſaid. | 
+ HFo00, acres fet . ont uhtothe ſaid Earl, but alſo. = 
57000, Acres more out of the ſame Lands; and Pa= | 
riſhes within the ſaid Level, and rhe ſaid Earl and his 
- Participants. were to havehad 40000.acres of gheſaid 
95090, acres freed from Taxcs for their, charges .ex+, 
pended, which would have been of more advantage, 
ro them, than the whole 95000. acres on the, terms |; 
they have it, Aftcr which Zaw the Inhabitants of the | 
Country did re-enter upon the ſaid 80000, acres, and : | || 
3000. acre5zpart of the (aid 95009, acres,andthe faid || 
King continmed the poſſeſſion of the ſaid 2.2900 acress 7 || 
bur about, the year 1641.his ſaid Majeſty gave over his 1641. | - | 
undertaking, and ſoon after the whole: Level became | 
drowned again, and then rhe Country entred | 
the ſaid 12000.acres alſo and kept the whole in-their _ | 
own pollcſion, ju. 7 >. 2g nity bs | 
_* In this Condition the fajd Zevel returnedto be. as 
bad drowricd as ever before,withthe loſs of 1000901, | 
r6 the ſaid Earl, and his Participants ; afrerwardsa 1] 
Partiamenr being called 1n the year. 1649. the xaid | 11 
Earl and his Paryictpants, or their Aſſigns, did peti- | 
tion rhe ſaid Parliament, thar rhey would. impowrghe i 
ſaid Eatlto g0.90;5and perfect the aforeſaid:work; "3 
and in 1641, their caſe was committed, . By the ſaxd 
Earl dying about rhe aid year, and. the. laze uabappy 
ing A Rop 
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' wars beingrhen begun,there was far (ometimg a 
'r0 the ptolecution of the ſaid Act; till about the year 
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1 646. when william ng Earl of Bedford, ſon and 


heir of the ſail Francis the Honoura ic Joby Ruſſell, 
and Edward Ruſſell, brothers to the ſaid #il:am Earl 
of Bedford , Sir Myles Sandys, Sir Fob Marſham, Au- 
thony Hamond, Robert Henley, Eſquircs, and others, in 
mrumber and intereſt; for the greateſt part concerned in . 


" the ſaid 83000 acres, did adireſs themſclyes ro rhe 


Parliament then fitting,thart they might be impowred 
by an A& ro proſecute the ſaid work of D/4yn17g, for 
the recoyery of that vaſt and loſt'Country, Which af- 
ter ſeveral hearings of all parties befote a Commir- 
ree,the Act was ready to be preſented tothe houſe of - 
Lords, bur the late unhappy difftrenccs preventcd for 
char-time irs farther progrcls. | PE 

- Afcerwards aboit the ycar. 1643, the ſaid” William 
Earl of Bedfor#, by the aſſiſtance of Sir Myles Sandys, 
Robert Henley Eſquites, and divers othcrs of his ſaid 
Participants,did proſecute the obtaining of an Ae of 
thar prerended Parttament, in order to the draynng 
of the aforeſaid Zeve}; And aftcr ſeveral hearings of - 
all parties, Foth of che Country, and Adventurers,be- 
fore the Committee, an A paſſed inthe ſaid preten- 


ded Parliament in May 1649. By colour of, which 


pretended AR, rhe ſaid Earl and his Participants did 
meet together in/proſecution of the aforeſaid 14 part 
Indenture : And accordingly the Earl of ' Arrundel, 


' *( under whom Sir iam Playter claims ).Collonel 
: John Ruſſell, and Edward Ruſſell Eſquires ( brothers to 


the ſaid Earl of Bedford) Sir X4yles Saxdys, (under 
whom Collonel Samuel Sandys claims ) Sir Fobn Hew- 


ets, Sir1iliam Terringhaw, William Dodſon, Sir John 


Marſham, . 
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Marſham Anthony Hamona,and Robert Henley Eſquizes, © - © | YF 
and divers others intereflediin the ſaid work'of Dray= _ _ | 
| 
| 


ning, who had 7 parts of 8 in the ſatd -83Do0 acres, 

finding themſclves out of pefieflion;/ didin- Fries" fol- 

| lowingyrefolve to raiſe moneys for? carFying *biy the BE 
ſaid work in' proſecution: ot'the aferefaid 14 par 

InJenture, being inabled thereto (as* the! rimes then 

were) Lythe ſaid pretended 'AR. - But -feveral-per- 

fons failinginrche duc-payment''of /theit!moinyty"es 

afortfaid'; the ſaid'Bar}; with-the refiduet6fh13 fail += 


Participants were-neeeffiratedrabour Wrormber fol - 

| lowing; either ro admit :{ome oder: perfotis' iii the 
room of tl ofc whofaited/ro ſupply rhe payment6f 
ſuch moneys as was raifed according ro thei ſaid A- 

- greement; or otherwiſe to lolexthewholet 10 1117 ll ( | 
By which means moneys being raiſed, the faid Ni 
work was carryed on til! Lagy Day 1653, and then the 
whole Level being adjudged drayned, poſſeſſion of | 
the ſaid 95000 acres was given tothem accordingly, | 
and by virtue of an Act made in the Parliament begun | 

the 25 *, of EATERY | 


7, 1660. it ſtill continues,” 

Several Banks \vhich. together are above 200 
miles in length,70 miles whereof are generally 9 foor : 
high, and 60.foor wie ard ox;bortomthe reſt ge- .. 
nerally 5 foot high, and2 4foot wide at ſcat ; Be- | | 


ſides, they have cut one Navigable River 21 miles ae. 
long, an 100 foot broad, befides divers Sewers and _ 
drains rogether above 400 miles in length, ſome” 40 | 
foot, ſame 30, ſome 20, none under 12 foot wide; | 
beſides, rhey have made divers great and Navigable 
- Safſesand Sluces, and Bridges,for the doing whereof, 
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